
Powering energy to the region 
By HELEII W A W R  

I-1E CIiin~'hill~ region is :I 
vil,ranr. friencll!; ~>lacru in which T to li\-e n~icl \vork. \vith :I wide 

clnpc of :lc.tivitiw. events ;~nd :~ttr;~c- 
ligms III:II :(re c~iinyetl i>y lrcals ancl 
visitom i~likv. Thv tourn cdCl~incl~ill:~ 
itwIflr,:t?;t> ~ixtny x,n.iccs ant1 amcni- 
tics. while retilining its nlsticch:~rm 
:IIICI c~I1:11:1ctcr. 
The Chinchilla region of Dali>y 
Regio1~.11 Cui111ciI sitit;ttccI less tlxtn 
jWkm we% of Brisixtnc is I>rcqxroiIs 
in prim:l~y grcriuction of:~gria~ltulr. 
w w l  growing. ri~nl>cr resources. 
Iiortici~lti~w :IS well as the recem 
tlevelol>ments in energy, coal :~ncl 
ern11 w:tni gi16 exploT;ttio~~s. 
Cliincliilla is ideally situi~tecl in the 
ntiddle of the Sur;lt Rrtsin- ;I coal-rich 
area tIi:tt stretcl~es Rom Toonoomkt 
to beyoncl Romn - ancl for tlic past 
three :c.:~ri I1:ts seen ntoior g r o i ~ l i  
nntl tle\*elopment Ixc;~usc of csplo- 
ration per~~iits gnntcd for cod ' 
mining. the exploration for cnnl and 
gs, the developnient o f  coal sea111 
gas, undergrouncl coal gsification. 
:~ntl the estalzlislimmt of  new power 
st:ltitms. 
CS Energy's Kngiln Creek Powcr 
Sc~rion ;tnd Coal hiinc was originally 
su~~es ted  in  the mrly IY&, and 
p r o p x r l  agnin in 2W.MJ only to Iw 
~nothlx~lled. the con~pletccl tiog:tn 
Clrek I'owcr Station was commis- 
sioned 2nd Iiandcul ovcr to CS Energy 
in l)ccenlkr 2007. Situated approxi- 
mately 2ikm l rn~n  Chinchilla. tow~rch 
Uri~;~lo\v. this Ix)wer sntion will Inwt 
the growing clcniands of natinn~l 
elwtricitv market r'olwulncrs. tlcli\-er- 
in< 750 ~itc~awatts of  clru-lricity via a 
2Sk1n t ~ ~ i i s ~ ~ ~ i ~ s i o n  line into 
Qttc~c~nslancl :lnd NSW tlis~ribution 
nc,t\vc~rks. 
I t  oyx-riltc:. as ;I haw Icxtd power 
ailtion. gener'llin~ clccrricity 2-1 11,oum 
a d:~!.. .seven d:~ys :I \vcrk. Energy 
:ilw owns the .%St1 o~illion tmne 
Kogln Creek cmal tlcpnsil which is 
nlwr.ltecl by Pe:llmly Cull. supl>lying 
the power station with :~rouncl 2.8 
 nill lion tonncs o~'I>I:Ic.I; cc1:11 anni~llly 
vie n j km conveyor Iwlt. 
The station delivers I~inhcr ~>rocluction 

a ion\.ention:~l wet->tx)led ali~tion. 
tiognn Creek 'IY, originally ~ > r o ] ~ t u l  
in late 2W5. \\.ill Ix ;I rcplic;l ot the 
fils1 itnd located on tlic mme site. 
However. CliniatcSnxin 2050 ~x~ l i cy  
now clickttcs that new coi~ l - l in~ l  
Iwwer s t i~ t i r~ t t~ must Ix: carlwn 
c;lptnre rcacly ant1 CS Enc~py is work- 
ing on this througl~ its low en~ission 
cotsal project :I( Gtllicle. 
Logan Crwk B ha5 Iken clcsignc~I SO 
that when low emission co:d tcclinol- 

colnl>:lnics arc :tclive in lhc :Ireas 
surrountling Chincliill:~ in their cpc?;r 
for c ~ u . ~ l  w.1111 gas for 11.w in gas-hrcrl .? ..: 
lm~ver stations. :IS q:~s si~~)pliem for 
the tloniestic ancl &pon markas. or 
I'or gib-to-liquitl proiwts. Quwnsli~nd 
tiits (3unilx1n\~ is foc~~se%l on I ~ x o ~ i i -  
inp an intcgcited energy supplier in 

sc:lnl gas resources in Qucr.nslancl's 
Austr.~lia I>:~setl on its extensive c(rtl 

Juc~t Bnsin. 
QGC's Ik.m)ncl:~le %ulh site. 3Jkm 
sonth-wcut ol'Chinchilla. si~pplies &IS 
to mo qs-lirctl po\ycr stations. The 
Arwlc-Ken51 gas fielcl( l5kni elst of 
lk&yndale %uth I will bupply Incitr... 
Pivot Ltd's clcctricir)' requiwmenl a 
Gihwn lslancl at tlie Pon of Brishnc 
OGC's Conclanline Power Starion. 
&IN cast of hlilcs is currently Ix'ing Ateam of watermelon pickerson thestu~fantakesaquickbreathe. ...... ethe blnsare changed m. 
constmaed hv Austrian Enemv ancl is 
clue to Lw olxkational by ~&ii lary 
2009. This ponrcr skttion will be 
si~pplicd I>y QGC's nearby gas fielcls. 
Arrow Energy h:~s gas fielcls :I[ Yogan 
Nonh. Tipton \Vmt ant1 Daancline. 
ant1 has an agnvnienr to supply lique- 
ficd natunl g ~ s  to the proposecl LNG 
p l ~ n t  at Gladstone starting in 2010. 
In  a.sociation with ERM Power. Arrow 
will jointly clcvelop the $545 million 
Br;lcm:~r 2 Power Station and associ- 
:lied high prcssurc PIS pilwlinc. 
Yrcpa~:~tory siteworks k ~ v c  st:~ne%l. 
consrn~aic)n slioulrl I;lkc up to 18 
monrl~s:~ntl llle Trrst electricity s;llcs 
clue to Ix. tlclivcrcul in the .%cuncl II:II~ 
OI' 3W). 
Oriain I:nc.~.fiy's m:tin co:~l sc:1111 g:lr 
~>~'t lucinp oyx-~~ti tm is 31 Spring 
Gully. ')okm nonh of Romrc. Origin is 

also clcvcloping tile Darling Downs 
Power St;~tion and I~uildinp a gas 
pipeline to bike gas I'rom \Vallnrnhilla 
to thl t  st:ltivn. Consitlemhlc 
esplocttion work is currently Ixing 
unclert;~kcn ;II Talingn (25km w c u  of  
Cliincliillit ) where the environnlenr;~l 
impla study 1135 already Iwn 
complerc~l: ;~ntl :it \Valloons (20km 
west-soudi-wc-I ol'Cliinchilla) whcrc 
i t  is p r n l x ~ ~ c l  to 1i:tve a gar plant. 
wells ant1 g:~thcring system installed 
ovcr tlircc )fc~rs. 
Line. Energy's Cliinchill:~ sile is using 
tlie untlergrounrl cu;il @s~lication 
tcchniclue to protluce sulpliur-fn~' 
(li~sel. A clemonst~:ttion l>l:tnt. 
tlcsignecl to prcducc c.' lv.1rre15 of 
tlic.wl :I eI:tv. is Ixing r~setl to pmvc 
die tcc111ii~:iI fc:~sil>ilin of tlic prcxuss 

some or me nne seeoless melons prwucea ~n r;nmncnilla 

prior to conanlcling n comelcr- 
cia1 plant. 
In May 20082 mining Ic tw appli- 
cation \CIS lo t lqd with tbc 
Qucttnsklnd ~'n\.ernmmt For tlic 
con~niercial plant on ;I Ic'ase tlml 
covers 10.000h;l ant1 is milid to 
co11t;iin coal wwrves o(o\.er 
n~ill ion tonne*. This pbnt could 
produce 2n.W I ~ r r c l s  a thy of 
cle:tn diesel :~ncl :tviation file1 (or 
111) to (3) ~LYIIS. l ' l ic c<>nin~erck~I 

plant is e x p c ~ l c ~ l  lo Iwgin open- 
tiotw hy 2012. 
Cnrhnn Encq is :lctive in tile 
tiogan :Ire1 \\llh its Ulcxrlwarl 
Crcek undergroi~nd coal g:~sific~- 
tion derno~istmticn ~Jant which 
will ~ x ~ v c  tlte w:~y for :I full-.w,~le 
~>rcduction bcility ci~l>aldc of  
prcxli~cing 200 n~illion I~.rrrc~ls ,)I' 
l i~cl.  35 million ttwnea ,f .11111nu- 
ni:~ and 70 nlillinji tonncs 
:~nin~onit~nt ~iilr:~tc. 
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