By HELEN WALKER

HE Chinchilla region is o

vibeani, friendly place in which

10 live anel work, with a wide
range of activities, evenis and anrac-
vioms that are enjoved by locals and

visitors alikie. The wwn of Chinchilla

sl Iwovists Ny sen fees and ameni-
ties, while retrining its rustic charm

-aion of Dallw
Re st fess than
A00km west of bane is prosperous
in primary production of agriculare,
wool arowing. Limber resources,
horiculiure as well as the recent
developments i -, coal and
coul seam gas explorations.
Chinchilla is ideally situaed in the
micldle ol the Surat Basin = coal-rich
area that sireiches from Toowoomba
o heyond Roma —and for the past
three years has seen major growth
and development Becavse of explo-
ration permits granted for coal
mining. the exploration for coal and
gis, the development of coal seam

15, underground coal gasification,

| the establishment of pew power

: ns.

S Energy’s Kogan Creek Powe
Stition and Coal Mine was orig
suggested in the cardy 19905, and
proposed again in 2000 only o be
mothballed, the complewd Kogan
Creek Power Station was commis-
1ed and handed over 1o CS Enc
Drecember 2007, Sitgated appro:
mately 25km from Chinchilla, wowards
Brigalow, this power station will meet
the growing demands of national

ally

t'l-l."!\\n Whis.

It operates as 4 hase load power

2 clectricity 24 hours
s S week i

: ;1 . CS Energy
rlwm\ ns the 380 million tonne
Kogan Creek coal deposit which is
operited by Peabody Coal, supplving
the power station with around
million tonnes of black coal annually
via Ak convevor beli,

The siation delivers higher production
efficiency and reduced enviconmental
impact, and uses Wpe less water than
a conventional wet-cooled station,
Kogan Creek *I3", originally proposed
in late 2005, will be a replica of the
first and located on the sime site,
However, ClimateSman 2050 policy
now dictates that new coal-fired
power stations must be carbon
capiure ready and CS Encigy is work-
on this through its low emission
coul project at Callide.

Kogan Creck B has been designed so
that when low emission coal lulmul

Chinch

Powering energy to the region

7

ogy is proven it can be rerrofitted 10
the plant, Preparatory work has Iwun
done and CS Energy is currentl
IFI_J. permission from the Quee
Government o proceed with the. proj-
e, Work may begin as early as 2009,

A number of coal seam gis energy
compainics are active in the areas
surmounding Chinchilla in their quest
for coal seam gas for use in gas-fired
Power stations, s gas suppl g
the domestic and 0\|u=|1 nurkets,
lor gas-to-liguid projects. Quecnsland
Gas Company is focused on becom-
ing an integrated energy supplier in
Australia based on its ¢ siy
SCUM ZAs resources in Queens
sura Basin,

QGC's Berwyndale South site, 30km
south-west of Chinchilla, supplies gas
1o two gas-lired power stations. The
Argyle-Renya gas field (15km east of
Berwyndale South) will supply Incitee
Piver Lid's electricity requ s
Gibson Island at the Port of Brisbanc,
QGC's Condamine Power Station,
8km east of Miles is currently being
constructed by Austrian Energy and is
due 1o be operational by February
2009, This power station will be
supplied by QGC's nearby gas fields.
Arrow Energy has gas fields at Kogan
North, Tipton West and Daandine,
and has an agreement 1o supply lique-
fied natural gas 1o the proposed LNG
plant at Gladstone starting in 2010,

In association with ERM Power, Arrow
will jointly develo nhL 5545 million
Bracmur 2 Power
ated high pressure
Preparmtory sitework: |
construction should ke up o 15
months snd the first elecuricity sales
due 1o be delivered in the second hall
of 2000,

Origin Encrgy’s main coal seam gas
producing opertion is @ Spri
Gully. 20km north of Roma, Origin is

i focus
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Ateam of watermelon pickers on the SNreessiarmtakssaqtﬂckmmrmtIethe bins are changed over,

also developing the Darling Downs
Power Station and building a gas
pipeline to take gas from Wallumbilla
1o that station. Considerable
explorution work is currently being
undertaken e Talinga (25km west of
Chinchill where the environmental
impact study has already been
completed: and at Walloons ( 20km
west-south-west of Chinchilla where
il is proposed 1o have a gas plant,
wells and gathering system installed
over three years,

the underground conl gasitic
tec hmc e 10 produce sulphur-free

. A demaonstrnion plant.
designed 1o produce ™ parrels of
diesel u day. is being used 1o prove
the iechnical feasibility of the process

Some of the fine seedless melons produced in Chinchilla.

prior 1o constructing a commer-
cial plant.

In May 2008 & mining lease appli-
cation was lodged with the
Queensland Govemment for the
commercial plant on a lease that
covers 10.000ha and is said 10
contain coal reserves of over 100
million wnnes, This plant could
produce 20,000 barrels @ day of
clean diesel and aviation fuel for
up o 60 years, The commercial

plantis expected 10 begin opera-
tions by 2012,

Carbon Enery is active in the
Rogan are with its Bloodwood
Creck underground coal gasifica-
tion denmonstration |
will pave the way fora
production Lacility capable of
producing 200 million Buarecls of
Tuel, 35 million wnnes of dimmno-
niztand 7O million wnnes of
ammonium niteie.
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